Out on the Towans:
Looking after a very special landscape
by Moarton Rude, Towars Rexger

Lying in an arc along the eastem edge of neglect’. In previous
5t Ives Bay are the famous three miles of decades, much of
golden sands’ which make up the beach the Towans would
reaching from the Hayle River to Godrevy. have been grazed by
Many people may not realise that immediately “"E"';:z' primarily
behind this beach is the second largest sand cosmand e
dune system in cormwall. have become more
visited by people for
Maost of Cornwall is underlain by acidic granite, recreation, farmers
such as at Trencrom Hill, whereas on the Towans have abandoned
= CntrniTh for ‘durﬁcﬁ- th; land is afkale.‘. dfamlcd grazing. FRIENDS OF THE
tom calcareous shell sand, Many plants am
animals occur here that are rale]y gﬂi]l‘,lﬂ elsewhere  This has led to TOWAN S-
in Cornwall. Indeed, although un%y 2% of Cornwall  the more vigorous

is sand dune, more than 20% of all the county's. woody vegetation —

plant species occur here! The Towans also support  brambles, gorse,

many thonsands of silver-studded bloe bu ies  privet etc - expanding and growing over many of
- in fact, this is one of the best sites in the UK for  the more species-rich grassy areas, which contain
that species. the most important anﬁmscarcer flora and fauna.

S0 we are incredibly blessed to have this
Important and rich wildlife habitat on our
doorstep. Virtually the whole area is recognised
for its wildlife value by being a designated Site of
Special Scientific Interest (8551}, which basically
means it's a nationally-impertant wildlife site,
This is a nature-equivalent of a cathedral, castle
or Reman villa, if you like.

However, such areas do not sit there and look

after themselves, Threats come in a range of forms
such as the risk of built development, climate
change, pressure from recreational use etc. Ome

of the most significant threats is actually less
obvious, as it relates to what is called ‘benign
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